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7 May 1855

Holland, Michigan

The newly elected members of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church have finally
been installed because they were present at this meeting: Elders Labots, Broek,
Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, Jonker, Keppel, and Krabshuis; and Deacons Wilterdink, de
Vries, te Roller, along with Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. The new members were
welcomed and "the hope was expressed that they could serve in fraternal faithfulness and
abiding love." Rules for the ringing of the bell were discussed. Several building matters
were reviewed. Van Raalte felt, for health reasons, he could not preach in the new
church before the necessary work was completed. A second fund drive was authorized.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 136-139.
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the conscience, and a premature application of discipline would bring about a total break
and place the young man entirely outside the influence of parents and congregation. It
would be possible to be technically in the right as a consistory but that clumsy and
loveless application of this right could destroy everything.
Extensive and widely different opinions are expressed at this point, centering in
unfaithfulness to the disciplinary task of the church, on the one hand, and clumsy,
loveless, and premature misuse of discipline, on the other hand.
ARTICLE 5 — Elders Broek and Labots were appointed as delegates to classis, and the
meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting held on May 7, 1855

Present were Elders Labots, Broek, Apeldoorn, Wilterdink, Jonker, Keppel, and
Krabshuis; and Deacons Wilterdink, de Vries, te Roller; and Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — After the opening prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte, the newly installed
brothers A. Krabshuis, Keppel, de Vries, and te Roller were welcomed, and in the name
of the assembly, the hope was expressed that they could serve in fraternal faithfulness
and abiding in love. The comment was made that
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this must take place in a consistory if it is to serve as salt in the midst of the congregation,
and that the brethren owe this to one another.
ARTICLE 2 — To avoid confusion in the tolling of the bell, it was decided that, in each
case of death, six peals will be heard, and that there will be a pause between each peal. In
the case of fire, the bell will be pealed swiftly and without pause. In the case of a death,
the relatives will be responsible for paying the bell toller. The rope for the bell totter will
remain locked in the church, and the key will be the responsibility of the assigned bell
toiler.
ARTICLE 3 — Next Sunday it will be announced that the pledges for the final appeal for
the church building expenses will be made. These monies will not need to be paid out
before the work has been completed, which all agree to. Since there seems to be some
misunderstanding about the time when the work is to be completed, the minutes of
October 30, 1854 are read.
It appears that the church must be completed by January, 1855, but that the pillars need to
be completed by the last of May. The brothers Keppel, te Roller, Jonker, Labots, and A.
C. van Raalte, and Mr. Schrader were appointed
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to have a discussion on Wednesday evening at 7 o'clock with the contractors, with the
purpose of encouraging them to finish the agreed-upon plan at the stipulated time
ARTICLE 4 — The contractors for the painting request relief from a portion of the
painting in the area where the scaffolds have already been taken down. He is willing to
drop $37.00 from the agreed-upon bid. The majority decide that this cannot be accepted
and they wish to abide by the arrangement of the congregational committee.
However, they offer to pay one-half of the expenses involved with the scaffolding to
lighten his responsibility. The brothers Apeldoorn, Krabshuis, and deacon Wilterdinlc are
delegated to inform him of this decision.
ARTICLE 5 — In connection with the further completion of the church building, the
architect indicates that it is too expensive to lay the floor before the vault has been made.
Rev. van Raalte indicates his unhappiness with having to preach in such a large building
before the vault and plaster work inside has been completed, since he is afraid that this
will have negative consequences for his health. -All are in agreement with this concern.
It was decided to purchase logs for the church on credit from the van Tuttens, and to saw
and dry the necessary wood for the interior according to a bill
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received from Schrader.
After the collection of funds pledged in the last period of the first drive had been
received, it was decided to authorize a second pledge drive on June 1, and to continue
with the work in progress.
ARTICLE 5 (sic) — Since complaints have been registered about the neglect of the poles
in the cemetery, it was decided to return one-half of the dollar burial fee to the
participants, to the extent that the graves have not been already assigned and that the polls
cannot be placed.
ARTICLE 6 — After some information has been given concerning certain poverty cases,
the meeting was closed with prayer by Deacon Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte

Meeting of May 14, 1855

Present were Elders Jonker, Wilterdink, and Hekhuis; and Deacons de Vries, Wilterdink,
and te Roller; as well as Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — After the opening prayer, the minutes of the two previous meetings were
read, and, as a result, the following was decided:
In Article 1, the name of Elder ICrabshuis is to be added, in order to make clear that in
harmony with classical advice his installation has been approved.
ARTICLE 2 — It was decided that at the next consistory meeting Brother Keppel will
give an account of his administration of the benevolence fund, in order that he may be
granted a lawful release from his assignment.
ARTICLE 3 — It was decided to give to painter Hoogersteger for repainting the sum of 71/2 cents and not 15 cents per hour.
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